
 
 

         
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

Date: 30th November 2011  

“Tanzania in the Spotlight as TACRI wins the National Taste of Harvest 
Competition” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Eastern African Fine Coffees Association (EAFCA), in partnership with Tanzania 
Coffee Board, Tanzania Coffee Association and Coffee Quality Institute (CQI), is pleased 
to announce the completion of the 2011 Taste of Harvest (ToH) Coffee Competition that 
was recently held at the offices and laboratory of Mazao Ltd  in Moshi, Tanzania from 14-
17 November 2011. Guest of Honor was Hon. Musa Samizi, the District Commissioner 
of Moshi Municipality. 
 
EAFCA’s ToH is the leading annual regional cupping competition in Eastern and Southern 
Africa and has become the premier event on the coffee calendars of nine member 
countries, involving producers, millers, exporters and quality personnel.  While the main 
purpose of ToH is to identify and promote EAFCA quality coffees, the competition has a 
much broader impact on the development of the national coffee sectors by delivering the 
following: 
 

1. Competition:  Creating healthy competition among coffee industry members and 
giving constructive feedback to participants helps to raise the overall quality of 
the region’s coffees. 

 

TACRI Official receives prized trophy from Guest of Honour, 
Hon. Musa Samizi and EAFCA Quality & Marketing Manager 

Mbula Musau. Also in-set is Primus Kimaryo (left) from 
Tanzania Coffee Board 



2. Market Linkage:  Capturing and disseminating current and historical data on the 
profiles of the region’s quality coffees which aids buyers in the discovery process, 
facilitates relationships between producers and buyers and shortens the value 
chain.  

3. Promotion:  Showcasing and marketing the country’s specialty coffees while 
rewarding ToH winners by profiling them at key international tradeshows and 
conferences. 

4. Capacity Development:  Training, 
certification and calibration of 
quality cuppers at national level 
helps build sustainability into the 
ToH process and helps support the 
development of a “quality” culture 
within the coffee value chain. 

5. Detailed profiling of successful ToH 
lots:  ToH lots that score above 80 
and pass the green grading and 
roast tests were evaluated for the 
Coffee Quality Institute’s Q 
Certification, a process that provides detailed information on a sample’s flavor 
profile and can help producers market their coffees. 

 
The competition was led by Head Judge Ms. Mbula Musau from the EAFCA Secretariat in 
Uganda and International Judge Jonathan Ferguson from Coffee Quality Institute, USA 
who were supported by a team of four highly qualified Tanzanian Q- cuppers.  All 
samples were roasted, cupped and scored using the Specialty Coffee Association of 
America (SCAA) internationally-recognized cupping protocol, which evaluates coffees 
against the following ten key attributes: fragrance/aroma, flavor, aftertaste, acidity, 
body, uniformity, balance, clean cup, sweetness, and the overall cupper score.  
Information on those coffees that score above 80 is available for both EAFCA members 
and international buyers/importers/roasters.   
 
The country submitted 34 Arabica samples and the top 5 winners in this 
category are: 

1. TACRI Traditional (A,B and AA)  85.46 
2. MCOMAFA Co. LTD Grade PB 85.38 
3. Tudesia Grade AA   84.54 
4. MCOMAFA Co. LTD Grade AA 84.46 
5. Tutunze Kahawa Ltd. Grade PB 84.13 

 
The country submitted 4 Robusta samples and the best 2 from this category are: 
 

1. K.D.C.U. Ltd Robusta FT Organic FAQ 81.50 
2. A.P. Kakama - Robusta Superior   80.34 

 
The winner in the Arabica category this year, Tanzania Coffee Research Institute 
(TaCRI), has been implementing a meticulous germplasm enhancement programme to 
develop high yielding Arabica coffee varieties that combine durable resistance to the 
devastating two coffee diseases in Tanzania, Coffee Berry Disease (CBD) and Coffee Leaf 
Rust (CLR), with good beverage quality to increase productivity and quality, reduce costs 
of production and increase growers’ incomes and profits. 
 
In a press release from the TaCRI offices, the TaCRI Team felt these results reconfirm 
the outstanding beverage quality of the new Tanzanian Arabica hybrids that are a 

EAFCA & CQI Cuppers judge the best of 
Tanzania Coffees 



springboard for a coffee green revolution in Tanzania as a programme for massive 
multiplication and replanting with these new hybrids is now under way. TaCRI 
participated in the 2009 National ToH Competetion and its sample of the new hybrids 
attained a second position with 85.30 points. 
 
TaCRI launched the ambitious national programme during its 10th Anniversary in 
September 2011 to multiply and replant with 200 million seedlings of the new hybrids  in 
the next 10 years.  
 
At the end of the competition, EAFCA hosted a cocktail reception/“coffee club” at the San 
Salinero Hotel that brought together EAFCA members and other public and private sector 
coffee stakeholders from Tanzania to network and pay tribute to the ToH winners who 
received trophies and certificates.  
 
EAFCA would like to recognize the invaluable contributions of the following key 
individuals and organizations who have generously contributed their time and resources 
to ensure the success of this event: Tanzania Coffee Board, Tanzania Coffee Association, 
Mazao Ltd., Sustainable Harvest- Tanzania, Taylor Winch and the Tanzania EAFCA 
Chapter. We are extremely grateful for your commitment and support.  
 
 
About EAFCA 
 
Established in 2000, EAFCA is a regional non-profit, non-political, member-driven 
association with its secretariat located in Kampala, Uganda.  The organization’s mission 
is to promote the production, quality, consumption and trade of Africa’s fine coffees in its 
eleven member countries: Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Malawi, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  EAFCA’s 
membership includes: producers, millers, exporters, international importers, roasters, 
policy makers, transporters and trade representatives. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to notify interested parties that the 9th 
Annual African Fine Coffees Conference & Exhibition (AFCC&E) will be held on 
the 16th – 18th February, 2012 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  Registration is now open 
so please visit www.eafca.org or www.africanfinestcoffee.com to sign up.   
 


